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BORN AGAIN E.P.S.H 

It was dusk as I sat By the fireside 
And dreamily gazed through the pine trees 
At the golden glow of the sunset 
Which, reflecting itself in the water, 
United heaven and earth in radiance, 
Making them part of one glory. 

Quietly I waited the coming 
Home from his work of my Husband. 
My heart was o'erflowing with joy 
For it seemed that one year of marriage 
Had brought to me fullness of gladness, 
With a rapture of wonder and reverence 
I could feel close to my own heart 
The marvelous pulse of another. 
The heart of my child unborn, 
So soon to be clasped to my bosom. 

Was it dream, or a vision? I know not. 
But there, in the peace of the twilight, 
The voice of my child whispered softly: 
"Mother, oh Mother, you love me, 
All that I need you give to me; 
love, warmth, and comfort surround me: 
Your very life you share with me. 
I know not the great outer world, 
But here am content and at peace. 
Oh, let me stay here, My Mother, 
With our hearts beating close to each other". 

Then with deep reverence I answered: 
"My child, you now are contented 
Because you have no conception 
Of the beauties and joys of the earth life. 
You are content with the darkness 
Because your eyes are not opened 
To the joy and the beauty of sunlight, 
Of moonlight, and starlight, and love light. 
You are content with the silence 
Because you know nothing of music, 
The laughter of children, and bird song, 
The sound of the wind in the pine trees, 
The voice of one saying, 'I love you"'. 

"You feel that we shall be parted 
When the physical bond which unites us 
Is sundered at birth. But you know not 
The closer bonds of our being, 
The deep understanding of friendship, 
The union of joy and of purpose, 
The love that unites us forever". 

That night, through the Portal of Pain, 
Our child was born into life. 



- 2 - Born Again 

Years passed: The child grew in stature, 
In mind and in heart and in spirit. 
In love and in joy and in radiance . 
He filled our life with his sunshine, 
Our work and our thought centered in him, 
With joy and thanksgiving we loved him. 

It was dusk as we watched hy his Bedside. 
The Angel of Death hovered o'er him 
And we prayed to God in our anguish: 
"Father, Oh Father, we love him'. 
He is the joy of our "being, 
The "beauty of life lies "before him, 
A life filled with serving and gladness, 
Oh, take him not from us we pray Thee'.” 

Was it dream or a vision? I know not. 
But the room was filled with a radiance 
And the voice of God whispered to me: 
"You wish him to stay in the Earth life 
Because you have no conception 
Of the glories and gladness of Heaven, 
The ineffable radiance of light 
That shines from the face of the Master, 
Reflected in love light and joy light 
By all who serve in His Kingdom." 

"You craved for your dear one the triumph 
Of work done and glad service rendered 
For man and for God on earth, 
Then grieve not because he is summoned 
To the glory of service in Heaven, 
To the joy of laboring with others 
By spirit and purpose united 
In building the City Eternal 
From a plan that God has made perfect; 
To the gladness of work in a garden 
Where every plant grows to perfection 
And each flower unfolds its beauty 
In the light of Christ*a loving approval. 
The music of earth is as naught 
To the marvelous musio created 
When each in the joy of his effort 
And led by the Master Musician 
Perfectly plays his part 
In the symphony of Creation 
While the voice of God vibrates through heart-strings 
Attuned to His love and His purpose." 

"You would cling to the bodily presence 
Because you have no comprehension 
Of the glorious powers of a spirit 
Which freed from bonds of flesh 
Shares Omnipresence with God, 
Dwelling in Heaven, but abiding also on Earth, 
Ministering with love made perfect 
And understanding infinite, 



3 Born Again 

And holding sweet communion 
With those whose love-filled hearts 
By faith and joy attuned 
Respond to the voices of angels • 

The voice of God ceased. But our hearts 
Were filled with a radiance of peace. 

That night, through the Door of our Grief, 
Our child was "born into Life0 
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GOD KNOWS BEST. 

Some time, when all life’s lessons have been learned, 

And sun and stars forevermore have set, 

The things ivhich our weak judgment here has spurned, 

The things o’er ivhich we grieved ivith lashes wet, 

Will flash before us out of life’s dark night, 

As stars shine most in deeper tints of blue; 

And we shall see how all God's plans are right. 

And how what seemed reproof was love most true. 





And we shall see that while we frown and sigh, 

God’s plans go on as best for you and me; 

How when we called He heeded not our cry, 

Because His wisdom to the end could see; 

And e’en as prudent parents disallow 

Too much of sweet to craving babyhood, 

So God, perhaps, is keeping from us now 

Life’s sweetest things because it seemeth good. 





And if some time, commingled with life’s wine, 

We find the wormwood, and rebel and shrink, 

Be sure a wiser hand than yours or mine 

Pours out this potion for our lips to drink; 

And if some friend we love is lying low, 

Where human kisses cannot reach his face, 

Oh! do not blame the loving Father so, 

But bear your sorrow with obedient grace. 





And you shall shortly know that lengthened breath 

Is not the sweetest gift God sends his friends; 

And that, sometimes, the sable pall of death 

Conceals the fairest boon His love can send. 

If we could push ajar the gates of life, 

And stand within, and all God’s workings see, 

We could interpret all this doubt and strife, 

And for each mystery could find a key. 





But not today. Then be content, poor heart, 

God’s plans, like lilies pure and white, unfold; 

We must not tear the close-shut leaves apart; 

Time will reveal the calyxes of gold. 

And if through patient toil we reach the land 

Where tired feet, with sandals loose, may rest; 

Then we shall clearly know and understand, 

1 think that we shall say that "God knew best.’ 

( Copied.) 
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Bellevue Presbyterian Church 

Herbert Beecher Hudnut 

Bellevue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

September 20 1934 

Dr Robert E Speer 

General Secretary, Board of Foreign Missions 
156 Fifth Avenud, New York N Y 

Dear Dr Speer: 

We were so shocked to read of the great tragedy 
which has come to your family in the death of your 
son. I think my brother and his wife visited in 
your son’s home in July, and I know that he held your 
son in the very highest esteem. I never had the 
privilege of meeting him, but know that he was fol¬ 
lowing in his Father’s foot-steps. 

'We remembered you in our morning prayers Sunday, 
September 16th, in our church servicq, and we have 
heard many expressions of syn^athy for you and 

yours from your many friends in Pittsburgh, and es¬ 
pecially in the Presbytery, 

Your devoted friend, 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

FREDERICK MEAD HILTNER 

CALLED HOME 

13 April, Easter Monday, 1925 

"Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standeet is holy ground* * 

- -n 

He all remember the occasion when these words weie used. Moses 
had lived forty years amid the eights and sounds of the great wilderness 
They had "been years of preparation of spirit. Without doubt he had come 
to realize God's presence in the -every day occurences and in the common 
objects. The Lord had become more r.al to hi in those long years. 
Now suddenly he is faced by a new, unexpected and inexplicable phenom¬ 
enon. The common bush is burning and it is not consumed., And from the 
midst of this strangeness comes the Voice of God. 

here are we’gathered in this room to face a fact, startling in 
its suddenness, overwhelming in its effect upon our loved onee, some* 
thins which no words can explain or account for. The voice of God comes 
to us in this moment and as our hearts are still before Him we hear the 
words "Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground," 

Let us remind ourselves first that it is those who ee God 
in the ordinary things who have eves to recognize Him in the "unuBual and 
perplexing circumstances. The eyes which have not learned to look for 
God in the familiar will miss Him in the unfamiliar* Jesus reminds us 
of this when He says,"If they 1 sar not ioses and the propnets, neither 
will they be persuaded if ore rise from the dead," To our dear friends 
even this hour may be an hour not of darkness but of light an hour 
when God comes very near to them as a lsving Father, because they nave 
learned to see His Fatherly Hand day by day and are accustomed to turn 
to Him at all times. 

And may we not go further and say that it is at such a moment 
ae this that we get tte clearest sense of the difference Christ has made? 
It is a beautiful thing to remember that this little' life lias teen 
lifted into the larger sphere in the Easter season. What a world of 
difierence between the Christian and thenon-Christian at the hour of 
death1 The unrelieved sorrow or the imitation of it which we knew so 
well—what are they but an expression of the absolute blank, the hope¬ 
lessness which death brings without Christ. In Him we see beyonu the 
grave and death is the portal to the larger life. "Their anc-els do 
waye behold the face of ay lather which is in Heaven." 

It certainly is not that our love for our dear ones is less 
than that of those who thus sorrow. What tender love and in wlat~abun- 
dance has already gone out to the beautiful baby boy who has been lllTn 
from usJ rut there is a golden glory and the sunset when the little 

tJere is a Bure h°P® of the new day even for him. "In 
Christ shall ne be made alive. " The same Lord who tenderly lifted the 



children to Hie knees and blessed them may have a place in the eternal 
mansions not only for the tried and trusted servant but also for the 
"least of these"© 

Yes we do sorrow--and our sorrow is a token to the depth of 
a love which springs up in our heart's because He first loved us© 
but we sorrow not as those who have no hope0 We dare to speak of 
the glory to be revealed* We comfort ourselves and one another with 
this hope* These little feet which had not yet learned to walk hove 
led us into a very sacred epot where all we can do is to stend in rev¬ 
erent wonder not daring to ask why? but only who? If we listen thus 
I think we shall find that the little one brings us ner,r to One wvo 
says , in infinitely tender tones, "It is I; be not afraid; with le 
he is safe"© 

Even now the dear parents can say • I am sure , that they are 
thankful that this life has been entrusted to them though for so 
short a time® He has brought to them many things which can never be 
put into words© How as we face the great blank left by one who was 
here for so. few days , we* their friends, may be in some sense, the 
mediators of God’s gift to our loved ones© We can join in the long¬ 
ing of our hearts that the going of the little son may make Heaven 
seem nearer , that a flood of sunshine may break through the clouds 
because he has, in stepping through » as it were, opened a door and 
,let in the light* 

Let us then pause for a few minutes and try to put our¬ 
selves in the place Where our loving Father can use us to bring 
this ministry of healing to the hearts of our friends© The ground 
whereon we stand is holy ground© Let us be still and know that 
here is God » Our Father* 

After silence© 

Our father who givest life, we recognize that de-th also 
is Thy gift* It is not hard to see this When Thou givest to the 
old and infirm who have learned to walk with Thee here© But our 
faith is tested when Thou givest death to so young and sweet a life* 
Oh , Father, May our hearts learn to accept Thy gifts and trust Thy 
love in the darkest hour* Now through the darkness show to our 
ioved ones the shining of the Face they know and love so well » and 
even in this moment may the night s^ine as the day* 

And this we f sk in the nar e of Him in whom we see the glory 
of Thy Face, Amen, 
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“BOXWOOD” 

156 SCHOOL LANE 

GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA, PENN. 





Crushed? Nay Shaped! 

“Why hast thou crushed me, Lord 

Unless for some sweet purpose of Thine own 

Has pride so filled my envious heart, 

That only sternness can be shown? 

Nay, rather may I dare to feel 

That ’neath the shell lies perfume rare 

Which only bruising can reveal 

And scatter forth upon the air? 

If such be so, then will I yield 

This stubborn heart to every blow. 

Now raise a hand to thwart or shield 

From what Thou dost in love bestow. 

Yea, Lord, I know Thy love so true 

Woulds’t mold and shape me in Thy grace 

That from love’s furnace, pure and new 

The dross from out the gold Thou may’st efface. 

Then give me strength, beneath Thy hand, 

To suffer, Lord, and yet be still; 

To know Thee near, e’en when in pain, 

To know that love alone is in Thy will. 

If perfume in my soul there be 

That comfort could to others bring 

Whate’er it takes to set it free, 

I’ll suffer, Lord, and through it sing 

Thy precious peace can come in pain 

That peace alone my heart doth crave 

Forever in my heart abide and reign 

Held by Thy love, I am Thy slave.” 

Copies may be secured from 
E. Joy Hillis, 1124 Laveta Terrace, Los Angeles, Cal. 

10c per doz.; 60c per 100 
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Homer Hammontree 

6121 SHERIDAN ROAD 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

September 19, 1934 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Just a line to tell you how very sorry I am 
to know of the awful tragedy. I do sympathize with 
you from the depths of my heart and am praying for 
you. At such a time as this, words mean little. 
But I just wanted you to know that I am remembering 
you before the Throne of Grace that you may be 
comforted by Him who alone is able to comfort. 

Your sympathizing friend. 
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MRS. H. R. HAMMER 

715 HIGH STREET 

POTTSTOWN, PENN A. 
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Murray Shipley Howland 

80 VESTAL AVENUE 

BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WE S TE RN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 
PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

(45) 
J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL “ Day Letter 

NM =» Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at Flatiron Bldg., New York Citv. 

NBH445 15=MONTROSE PENN 17 1B5P 
| MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

DR AND MRS ROBERT SPEER ,CARE BOARD OF FOREIGN 
.ETTER 

MISS10NS= 

156 F IFTH AVE = 

SHOCKED TO HEAR TODAY OF YOUR GREAT SORROW STOP ACCEPT OUR 

LOVE AND DEEPEST SYMPATHY= 

CHARLES L AND ANNIE S HUSTON-. 

° B, {' 

SEP Mtei 

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS ARE APPROPRIATE GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 



1201-S 
THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

J-'v. 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S_r 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT_CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

-S SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

S r 
The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

GR144 9 3 EXTRA=PITTSBURGH PENN VIA NEWYORK NY 

DR ROBERT E SP E E R=C ARE MRS ELLIOTT SPEER 

MTHERMON MASS= 

-/ NUTES IN TRANSIT 

LZ1 
DAY LETTER 

=MY HEARTFELT SYMPATHY TO YOU ALL 

=STUART N HUTCHISONi 

.(826AP) . 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

Class of Service W1E CTT7 ID AT J-^ 
SIGNS 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 

W £5 lithJrvrN DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

T T1\TT O AT (25) 
NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. S_r 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 
JjLm ^ JA*. ^ 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVEP 
Ship Radiogram 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at Flatiron Bldg., New York Citv, 

few 46 14 = ZA CHICAGO ILL 15 913A ' ''btP 15 m 10 27 

REV ROBERT E SPEER,DD= 

156 FIFTH AVE= - 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY PROFOUND SYMPATHY AM DEEPLY SHOCKED AT THE 

TRAGEDY OF ELLIOTTS DEATH= 

SELDEN L HAYNES .I 
r 

t ^ 

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS ARE APPROPRIATE GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
_, 1201-S 

Class of Service 

wir cnrip d at 
s-S 

SIGNS 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 

W JLD l£IviN DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

"W T T if t" NL = Night Letter 

1 l\l III |Vl LC = Deferred Cable 

sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. IJ 1 11 NLT = Cable Night Letter 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VIQE-PR ESI DENT 

Ship Radiogram 

S r 
The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

R61 7=STAMFORD CONN SEP 15 1030A 

MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

NORTHFI ELD MASS= 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

NATIONAL STAFF SEND YOU YOU LOVE AND SYMPATHY^ 

EMMA P HIRTH. 

120RP 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

LAKE AVE., ATCHISON ST. AND WOODBURY ROAD 

Pasadena. California 

tf4 

M. K. W. HEICHER. PH. D. 

Minister 
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<r^ 
Hiuma ^mortal Jlrpalnjtmatt Glliurrlj 

Rev. Henry Hepburn, D. D.. pastor 

Sheridan Road and Broadway 



STANLEY ARMSTRONG HUNTER, D. D., PASTOR 

WILLISTON WIRT. 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ST . JOHN S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
LEWIS B. HILLIS, D. D,. STUDENT PASTOR 

ADELAIDE KIBBE. M. D.. MESHED. PERSIA 

2640 College Avenue 

BERKELEY. CALIFORNIA 

TELEPHONE BERKELEY 4585 

ARTHUR W. MARCH. HANOCHOW. CHINA 

L. H. KIBBE. CLERK OF SESSION 

ALFRED W. HINCKS. CHURCH TREASURER 

NOEL H, JACKS. TREAB OF BENEVOLENCFS 

September 25, 1934. 

Hebert E. Speer, D. D., 

24 Gramercy Park, 

Hew York City. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

You and Mrs. Speer and all the family have been much in our thoughts of 

late, but I have hesitated to write you as I know you must be receiving such 

a number of letters that they possibly are becoming a burden. However, Eliza¬ 

beth and I feel that we must tell you that we are remembering you in our pray¬ 

ers* 

On the first Sunday after the word of the tragedy reached us, you were 

remembered in our pastoral prayer. All who knew Elliott loved him. 

The lines which Rudyard Kipling wrote after the death of his brother-in- 

law come to mind. 

"He scarce had need to doff his pride or slough the dross of Earth — 
E’en as he trod that day to God so walked he from his birth. 

In simpleness and gentleness and honour and clean mirth.” 

As one thinks of his sudden transition, surely he crowded into his brief 

years a lifetime of service and left a record of which his friends may well be 

proud. 

Sincerely yours. 



WILLIAM A. JOHNSTON 

CHIEF JUSTICE 

ROUSSEAU A. BURCH 

JOHN 6. DAWSON 

W. W. HARVEY 

WM. EASTON HUTCHISON 

WILLIAM A. SMITH 

WALTER G. THIELE 

JUSTICES 

QZf)e Supreme Court 
ot Kansas 

E. E. CLARK, CLERK 

HOWARD F. MCCUE, REPORTER 

QTopefea 
September 15, 1934 

Dr, Robert E, Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

Dear Sir: 

I write at once to express my most sincere 

sympathy to ycu and family in the very sore bereavement 

you have sustained in the tragic death of your son* 

Yours very truly. 

WEHja 



world’s Sunday School Association 
A WORLD FEDERATION OF FORTY-SIX NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL INTERDENOMINATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATIONS 

PRESIDENT 

SIR HAROLD MACKINTOSH. HALIFAX. ENGLAND 

CHAIRMAN. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

LUTHER A. WEIGLE, Ph.D., NEW Haven. CONN. 

CHAIRMAN. NORTH AMERICAN COMMITTEE 

HUGH R. MONRO, LL.D.. MONTCLAIR. N. J. 

September 15 193*+ 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
Hew York City. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Mrs.Hopkins and I are greatly shocked and deeply 
grieved with the news of the tragedy that has taken your son. 
Will you and Mrs. Speer accept our sincere sympathy in your 
sorrow. 

CABLE ADDRESS“DAYBREAK" NEW YORK 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 

216 Metropolitan Tower 

NEW YORK CITY 

(s$> tUloUn 

GENERAL SECRETARIES 

ROBERT M. HOPKINS. D.D.. LL.D.. NEW YORK 

JAMES KELLY. D.D.. GLASGOW. SCOTLAND 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

HUGH S. MAGILL. LL.D., CHICAGO. ILL. 

TREASURER 

PAUL STURTEVANT. New York City 

I am sure you need no word from me to point you 
to the only source of comfort in a time like this. 

Yours brother in Christ 

Twelfth Quadrennial Convention—“Oslo 1936“ 



WILFRED W FRY 
CHAIRMAN 

JAMES M.SPEERS 

TREASURER 
FRANCIS S HARMON 

GENERALSLCRETARY 

Tni': Intfrmitonal Committee of Young Mens Qiristux Associations 
OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 

CORPORATE NAME 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

347 MADISON AVENUE,NEW YORK 

September 20, 1934 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

My dear Friends: 

1 was much distressed to learn of the tragic passing 
of your dear son, Elliott, while engaged in work connected 
with the opening of the fall semester, and avail myself of 
this first opportunity since returning to my office to send 
these very inadequate words of sympathy to you in your 
sudden bereavement. I can realize something of what this 
separation means to you both and I know you are leaning 
heavily on the everlasting arms, looking to our Heavenly 
-bather for that peace which He alone can give. God bless 
you and give you that strength for each day’s need. 

cordially and sincerely yours, 

F. S. Harmon FSH-.M 



GEORGE EDMUND HAYNES 

289 FOURTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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ROLLINS COLLEGE 
WINTER PARK, FLORIDA 

HAMILTON HOLT, PRESIDENT 

September 17, 1934 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ^ 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
24 Gramercy Park 
Hew York, New York 

My dear Doctor Speer: 

I was inexpressibly shocked to hear 

of the tragedy that has come to your family, and I 

hasten to extend my sincere sympathy in a loss so over¬ 

whelming. 

Sincerely yours, 

HH/A 
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BEREA COLLEGE 

Berea, Kentucky 

Office of the President 

WILLIAM J. HUTCHINS 

L « 
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CHRISTIAN COLLEGES IN INDIA 
~Nj)rtb 'American Advisory Committee 

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 

THE FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE OF NORTH AMERICA 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 

Rev. W. I. Chamberlain, Ph.D., Chairman 

Rev. A. L. Warnshuis, D.D., Secretary 

Miss Helen Kittredge, Treasurer 

Rev. B. C. Harrington, Executive Secretary 
Eighteenth Floor, 

419 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Cablegrams: Intmission, New York 

Missions Code 

Telephone: CAledonia 5-1271 

Sept *18,1934* 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Ave., 156 Fifth Ave 
New York ^ity 

My dear Dr. Speer, - 

A typed letter can carry so very pc®rly the feelings 

which your great logs occasions. I had never had the privilege of meeting 

your son but his name and worth were well known. Vie still hesitate to 

accept his sudden translation as a reality. Flease accept my personal 

regard and sympathy at this time. I was glad that Farl 1'hompson,to whom 

I telegraphed on hearing of the attack,could personally oon-vey my 

heartfelt concern. 

Yours sincerely. 



ORGANIZED 1717 INCORPORATED 1759 

MATTHEW J HYNDMAN, D D. 

PRCSI DC NT 

PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS FUND 
pn\£ifi S/n surance 

1805 -1807 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA September 19, 1954. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

It was with much distress that I read of 
the death of your beloved son, Elliott. Words fail to ex¬ 
press our feelings on such an occasion. Like the Psalmist, 
"I was dumb and opened not my mouth.1’ 

But our Christian faith urges us to rest more 
entirely upon the Divine promises of guidance and comfort, in 
the assurance that the awful deed of the assassin will be over¬ 
ruled . 

May a new sense of God's peace and consolation 
come to Mrs. Speer and you, and to the bereaved wife and family - 
is the repeated prayer of 

Yours Affectionately in the Gospel, 

P.S. Matters relating to your son’s policies in our 
Fund will be fully explained in another letter 
from this office. 



PUBLISHERS, SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
B Y.P U.. MISSION PERIODICALS; BOOKS, 

TRACTS, ETC. 

EXTENSION AND ENLISTMENT WORK FOR 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, B Y R U . DAILY 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL; STATISTICS. ETC. 

BOOKSELLERS AND 

DEALERS IN CHURCH, SUNDAY S 
B Y R U SUPPLIES 

Sunday School Board 
OF THE 

Southern Baptist Convention 
I.J.VAN NESS. Executive Secretary 

BOOK EDITORIAL ROOMS 

JOHN L. HILL Nashville, Tenn. 
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W. R. Harthuw, Secretary 1040 Plymouth Building 

PRESBYTERIAN HEADQUARTERS 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

Sept, 

20th, 

1934. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Doctor 

I have been away for ten days in North Dakota. 

Almost the first thing I am doing on coming back 
to the office, is to drop you this note of sin¬ 
cere st sympathy and love in view of the terrible 
circumstances through which you have been called 
o°.?f33* mus^ seem like a nightmare to you. 
Still, I know that the Christ, Whom you trust will 
be with you in this hour to make even the darkness 
all light about you. God grant it. 

Lovingly, 

Presbyterian Headquarters. 
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CHARLES D. HILLES 

120 WILLIAM STREET 

NEW YO R K 

uctober 5,1934 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 

Englewood, New Jersey. 

Dear Doctor Speer: 

I have refrained from writing you in 
reference to the tragedy because I knew that you already 
knew of the sympathy of your friends and that nothing 
i could say would minimize your anguish, and because in 
the circumstances you were too busily engaged to read 
a letter of condolence. 

Our hearts went out to you and Mrs. Speer. 
You have had a most shocking experience and one that is 
wholly undeserved. There is nothing we can do about it, but 
I must let you know how deeply we have sympathasized with 
you and yours. 

Sincerely yours. 



THE STATED CLERK 

OF THE 

NEW CASTLE PRESBYTERY 

NEWARK. DELAWARE 

The Rev. Robert E. Speer, D.D., 

156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York City. 

% dear Dr. Speer 

ihe New Castle Presbytery, meeting in -Berlin, Jvjaryland, on October <3. 

instructed me as it's Stated Clerk to express to you and Mrs. Speer its deepest sympathy 

in the tragic death of your noble son. 

May God bless you and grant you strength to bear it. 

Sincerely vours. 

Stated. Clerk. 

Newark, Delaware, 

October, 11, 1934. 
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Prof. Carle R« Hayward, Chairman, Quincy 

\\ allace M. Ross, Clerk, Cambridge 
Arthur Perry, Vtce-Chairman, Boston 

Robert H. Russell, Vice-Chairman, Holyoke 
Charles E. Ober, Treasurer, Beverly 

David Black, Assistant Treasurer, Newton 

The State Executive Committee of the Young Men’s Christian Associations 

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island 6* (Legal Title, Incorporated August 17, 1896) 

Wilman E. Adams, Boston 
Stephen P. Alden, Brockton 
Aaron C. Bagg, Holyoke 
Dr. Clarence A. Barbour, Providence 
Herbert B. Clark, North Adams 
Edwin 0. Childs, Jr., Newton 
Douglas Crocker, Fitchburg 
Allan C. Emery, Weymouth 
B. A. Franklin, Springfield 
Frederic H. Fuller, Providence 
Franklin W. Ganse, Boston 

Henry D. Grimes, Lawrence 
L. K. Hall, Springfield 
Herbert W. Horne, Lowell 
Arthur S. Johnson, Boston 
Robert Johnson, Woburn 
John Johnston, Pawtucket 
Charles D. Kepner, Newtonville 
Dr. Norman M. MacLeod, Newport 
Chester R. Martin, Pawtucket 
G. Bruce McCullough, Pawtucket 
Robert L. Moore, Worcester 
Philip M. Morgan, Worcester 

Claude E. Patch, Stoneham 
Thomas Perry, Westerly 
Ezra L. Phillips, Gloucester 
H. M. Plimpton, Norwood 
Lawrence Richardson, Boston 
Dr. George M. Shipton, Pittsfield 
Franklin P. Shumway, Melrose 
Elliott Speer, Mount Hermon 
Charles H. White, Providence 
Dr. DeWitt G. Wilcox, Newton Center 
Prof. George G. Wilson, Cambridge 
Horace W. Woodberry, Jr., Beverly 

Secretaries 

Roy E. Coombs 

G. L. Listman L. A. Morhouse 

New England Student Secretary 

Wilmer J. Kitchen 

167 Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. 

September 28, 1934. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
The Northfield Schools, 
East Northfield, Mass. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I greatly appreciated your note with the 
check, carrying out your son's wishes in regard to the purse 
for Mr. Hearne. 

We have already expressed our formal feelings 
in regard to the recent tragedy by resolutions, and I have 
written a personal note to Mrs. Speer. I can only add that we 
all deeply feel the loss to our work in Massachusetts, and we 
also greatly sympathize with the immediate family, as well as 
other close friends. 

Sincerely yours. 

CRH*T 
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WESTERN COLLEGE 

OXFORD, OHIO 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

October 15, 1954 

Mr. Robert E. Speer, D. D. 
Board of Foreign Missions 
15S Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

My dear Mr. Speer: 

Having recently returned from a trip abroad this 
summer I had net heard of the tragic news of the death 
c^.puur sc^ un^"1 mY arrival home. I have hesitated to 
v»rxte pen ior various reasons. For one thing this letter 
comes in such a belated fashion but it could not have 
cc^l eaSli?r:i 1 Have been still more conscious, however, 
oi the fact that many others everywhere, who have a 
better right to encroach u on your time than L must also 
nave been wisuing to say the things which no one can say 

suen circumstances as these. X hone you wi 1"* 
permit me to express the sympathy that every one must 
feel i. or you as you try to live t rough an experience 
° thls sort. I can only hop- for you that the same 
strength which you have communicated to others in such 
abundant measure and sc generously through the v«ars 
now be granted you. ~ * may 

RKHrK 

Ver^ sincerely yours. 

Ralph K. Hickok 
President 



NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
WASHINGTON SQUARE, NEW YORK 

v e 

October 15, 1934 

Dr. Robert H* Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York City. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Let me thank you most heartily for your kind¬ 
ness ins ending me a copy of the notes made by your son con¬ 
cerning two of my books. It touches me deeply that he should 
have felt this way, and also that you should have told me about 
it. 

At the time of the tragedy, our Pastor, Dr. 

J. P. Taylor of Leonia, and I were in conference, and our 
prayerful sympathy was with you. You must have felt this 

from all parts of the country. I refrained from writing you 
at the time, knowing that, busy and distressed as you were, 
you would take the time to acknowledge my letter. By your 
Christian courage under this new trial you are continuing 
to teach us all afresh. 

jVith heartiest appreciation and sympathy, let 
me remain, 

Yours very cordially, 

HERMAN H. HORNS 
Chairman of the Departments of 

Philosophy and History of Education HHH:G 



d 
(3[ore&t JHill Presbyterian OIl|xtrclj 

REV. PAUL R. HICKOK, Pastor 

Newark, New Jersey 

13th October 1934 

Dr Robert E Speer 
150 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Doctor Speer 

Please let me express the sincere sympathy that 

Mrs Hickok and I have been feeling for you and your 

family in these recent weeks. I had hoped to see you 

in person to express it, and on that account this note 

is more tardy than otherwise it would have been* But 

I assure you the sentiment is none the less sincere by 

reason of the days that have passed, or that they are 

given in this manner instead of in person. 

Our hearts have gone out to you in love and 

tenderness. In our home, as in thousands of homes 

where your influence has come in rich blessing, there 

has been earnest prayer for the Father*s comfort for 

all of you, and we are assured that you have had His 

promised grace. 

Yours very sincerely, 
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Allan V. Heely 

Johnson Hall 

Andover, Massachusetts 

November 3, 193*+ 

Dear Mr. apeerj 

I am chagrined at leaving your 
note so long unanswered. For Lne past month 
my whole consciousness has oeen preoccupied 
with the approaching and the making or a momen¬ 
tous decision; and all else has gone by the 
board. I am not brainarily so ungracious. 

Of course I should love to do 
whatever slight service I can for Elliott. I 
am enclosing a statement or my recollections; 
not a finished product, out the record of a 
happy memory or a gay spirit which, even twenty 
years ago, knew the way and followed it, and 
drew others to it. 

it. 
I hope I am not too late with 

Faithfully yours. 

P.S. I uo not think there are others here now 
who knew Elliott at Andover as a contemporary 
as I did. 
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Northeastern University 
PROVIDENCE Y. M. C. A. DIVISION 

160 Broad Street 

Providence, Rhode Island 

School of Business 

July 2,1925 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
150 Fifth Avenue 
Few York City 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I have recently come across a letter 
which I wrote last autumn and then misplaced 
before I could mail it. The letter has just 
come to light. At first, I thought I would des- 
:roJ _1_t> on second consideration I decided 
.o forward it.to you, for the sentiment expressed 
in it is as sincere to-day as it was when 1 wrote 
it in September. 

auu resuui summer. 

Very sincerely yours, 

I. Newton Hayes 
Divisional Director 



Northeastern University 
PROVIDENCE Y. M. C. A. DIVISION 

160 Broad Street 

Providence, Rhode Island 

School of Business 

September 30,1934* 

Dr* Robert E. Speer 
150 Fifth Avenue 
Hew York City 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Even though I am very late I want to add my 
message of sincere sympathy to the hundreds which I 
know you have received from countless friends all over 
the world since they received word of the sad death of 
your son Elliott. 

Why people who have done so much for young 
men and wornen of the world as you and Mrs. Speer 
should be allowed to suffer in this way is very 
difficult for me to understand, but I do know this: 
the wonderful way in which his parents are taking 
this bereavement will be an inspiration to all who 
have admired you and looked up to you for guidance 
in matters concerning life’s deepest significance. 

Hot long ago I was looking through my auto¬ 
graph album which I had as a boy, and I was pleased 
again to see your name and that of Mrs* Speer written 
when you were guests of my parents in Soochow, China, 
on your first trip around the world. 

With very warm personal regards, I remain, 

Y'ours sincerely, 

LHHiMC 

L. Hewton Hayes 
Divisional Director 


